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10-8-2021 Council Communications Topics:
 

·         State Grant (CDBG-CV) Update
·         October Events
·         Tree Trimming in Wellington Heights Neighborhood
·         Dave Roe Recognized by Iowa PGA
·         City Redistricting/Reprecincting
·         Shaver Road Project Update

 

State Grant (CDBG-CV) Update
Staff has requested to the Iowa Economic Development Authority (IEDA) a change of use for the
$1.2M grant the City originally received for an emergency shelter.  Linn County will continue to
provide a permanent emergency shelter facility. This allows the City to proceed with the acquisition

and rehabilitation of the former Colonial Building at 1500 2nd Avenue SE for affordable housing for
very low-income households. We have requested this change of use to our representative with the
IEDA and expect a response by the end of October. If approved, staff will bring forward an updated
proposal for use of these funds. The option to purchase on the property extends until the end of the
year which provides sufficient time to secure all of the resources necessary to proceed.

October Events
Along with yesterday’s successful Cedar Lake groundbreaking, there are several other upcoming
press events in the works:
 
Monday October 11 at 10 a.m.
News conference announcing funding for west side flood control
Location: West Side Gateway and Memorial Plaza, O Avenue and 6th Street NW
 
October 20 at 1:00 p.m.
News Conference announcing Cedar Rapids College Career Connection workforce program at
Kirkwood
Location: Kirkwood Auto Tech building. 101 50th Ave SW, Cedar Rapids, IA 52404
Once you arrive, take a left to go into the parking lot. Then follow the outside of the building
around to the right. Auto Tech is on the southeast part of the building.
 
October 21/25 (date and time TBD)
City and County competitive proposal news conference
 
November 3 at 1:00 p.m.
Bridge Name Unveiling with ConnectCR and Alliant Energy
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Tree Trimming in Wellington Heights Neighborhood
A Forestry crew is currently working on trimming, on a limited basis, in the Wellington Heights
neighborhood. Additional staff will begin trimming in the area in the next few weeks. Staff has
worked with the neighborhood association to notify residents of the need to move cars to access
trees. Communication will also be provided to residents through no parking signs and messages sent
through Next Door. Additional methods to communicate the need for access may be added in
November if required.

Dave Roe Recognized by Iowa PGA
David Roe, Cedar Rapids Golf Operations Superintendent, was named the 2021 Iowa PGA Patriot
Award winner by the Iowa PGA Award’s Committee. The Patriot Award is presented to the Iowa PGA
Professional who personified patriotism through the game of golf and demonstrated unwavering
commitment and dedication to the men and women who valiantly served and protected the United
States of America. Roe was recognized for his work in offering the Patriot Golf Tournament each
year, a fund-raising event for Folds of Honor, an organization that provides educational scholarships
to children and spouses of fallen and disabled service members. In addition, he supports Mission 22,
which helps veterans deal with mental health issues, and works with veterans to teach skills and
develop their golf game. Many require different teaching skills because of some of the things that
they have dealt with in their time of service to the country.

City Redistricting/Reprecincting
On October 5, the legislature rejected the first plan for the new congressional districts.  The
Legislative Services Agency now has up to 35 days to propose a new plan, which the legislature may
adopt or reject.  Once the legislature adopts a plan, the City Council will have 60 days to adopt its
own district and precinct maps.  
 
In 2011, the Linn County Auditor’s Office and city staff worked on the project and presented the City
Council with various options.  The City Council chose one and that is how the current precincts and
districts exist today.  As was done in 2011, a city team will work with the Linn County Auditor’s Office
to develop district and precinct maps to present to the City Council for adoption.

Shaver Road Project Update
On the 10/12 council agenda is a change order in the amount of $423,759.46 regarding the Shaver
Road bridge flood control project, being done by Boomerang.  The work added to the contract with
this change order is related to design revisions and additions on the gatewell to include safety
measures for staff during operation of the gate. The change order also includes work required to
remove fly ash from the project site.  The fly ash was discovered during construction and is not
suitable material for levee or bridge construction.  Two contracts are currently active on this site
with Boomerang with an approximate bid value of $8.7 million.  Overall this change represents about
4.5 percent of the total project work.  Construction completion is scheduled for 2022.

 


